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sulphide), in difficult applications such as tanneries,
circuit board waste and waste water treatment
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WATER/ 
Wastewater

ATi has developed a new dissolved hydrogen sulphide monitor that for the
first time enables you to measure levels of H2S in difficult applications. 

Tanneries
Dissolved sulphides are  often present in the waste water from tanning processes. Oxidation of
sulphide to sulphate must be carried out prior to standard waste treatment processes.
Sulphide is usually present at level between 1000 and 200ppm. Chemical treatment, air injection or
oxygen injection can be used to oxidise the sulphides. Due to the expense, it is not desirable to over-
dose. Sulphide levels are usually reduced to between 0.5 and 10ppm in a pre treatment stage before
the waste is processed further, for example in a dissolved air filtration plant.
The limits on sulphide discharge vary around the world but are typically around 1ppm.
Until now continuously measuring dissolved H2S at this level in tannery waste has been difficult and
prohibitively expensive. Manual measurement with lead acetate paper does not allow measurement
below 5ppm.

Redox/ORP monitors are sometimes used but they are non linear and not sensitive enough at
the low levels of H2S.

Measurement and control of H2S levels after pre-treatment is vital because the presence of even
low levels of H2S will have a detrimental impact on subsequent biological treatment processes.
Measurement at the discharge point is important to ensure compliance with legal requirements. 
PCB manufacture

Hydrogen Sulphide gas is used to treat exhaust etching solutions from PCB industries, contain-
ing high level of Copper under Ammoniacal complex form. The gas is used to precipitate Copper
Sulphide. The sulphide level must be always in a small excess (few ppm, usually 5 - 10) in order to
be sure that all Copper is precipitated. Measurement of dissolved sulphide would allow control of
the process. 

The waste water from this process also needs to be processed to remove dissolved sulphides.

Municipal Waste Water Treatment
Sulphide can also build up in wastewater collection systems due to the anaerobic conditions that
frequently occur. When sulphides occur they can cause damage to concrete structures, they can
lead to septic conditions and create “black primary tanks” and are also the primary cause of odour
problems.

To remove sulphides it is necessary to add oxidants. Another approach is to prevent sulphide
formation. Many companies measure gas phase H2S in wet wells to give an indication of whether
there is dissolved sulphide problem. This indirect method of sulphide determination is not sufficient
to allow control of the dosing systems used to remove dissolved sulphides because . 
1) There are many factors that affect the relationship between dissolved sulphide 

and gas phase sulphide
2) The gas detector is in a corrosive environment. The H2S will attack the enclosure seals and 

sensor often only last 12 months.
Measurement of sulphides in water has also sometimes been carried out using selective ion elec-

trodes, while this method is sensitive, such system require frequent zeroing and calibration adjust-
ment. Some systems have used ORP to indicate dissolved sulphides. A semi direct method is to
measure ORP/Redox in the water and use this to predict H2S levels. This method is fraught with 
difficulties.
1) A Redox measurement is non specific, the values are affected by many other components 

of the sample
2) The relationship between Redox and H2S concentration is not linear
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3) At low H2S levels Redox is not sensitive enough
4) Redox probes have to be immersed in the sample and foul easily

The measured or calculated concentration of dissolved sulphide is then used to determine the 
dosing rate of oxidants or inhibitors such as hydrogen peroxide and ferric nitrate that are used to
eliminate sulphide before they can cause problems. Until now the dosing control has been based on
indirect measurements.

New approach
Measuring H2S in these applications has been made easier ATi’s new improved method 
for monitoring sulphide in solution. The measurement is done using a polarographic H2S sensor that
is never in contact with the sample. 

In operation a small amount of pre filters sample is pumped into the analyser and mixed with

acid. In acid solutions chemical reactions lead to the produc-
tion of H2S. The sample then flows to an air-stripping cham-
ber. Measurement of gas phase H2S is carried out and the
monitor displays an equivalent sulphide concentration in mg/l

This approach eliminates the big problem associated with
H2S measurement. Because the sensor never comes into con-
tact with the sample fouling does not occur. 

The A15/81 consists of two parts. A chemistry module
where the sample is conditioned and an electronic display
unit that shows the sulphide concentration. The electronics
have 4-20mA outputs and alarm relays as standard.
The gas stripping technique of monitoring sulphide in solu-
tion provides an extremely sensitive on line monitor, meas-
urement down to low parts per billion can be achieved. The
design also means that monthly zeroing and calibration inter-
vals are more than adequate.

The key benefits of the ATi dissolved sulphide monitor are:
• Continuous, accurate measurement of true dissolved sulphide levels
• Low maintenance due to non-contact gas phase measurement
• High accuracy and sensitivity measurement for fine control

This new approach allows true control of the dosing systems and real monitoring of sulphide levels
in municipal waste water collection systems and industrial waste water processing.

Knick’s (Germany) high-performance portable meter Portamess 913 Oxy serves to measure dissolved oxygen. It
operates with three AA batteries which ensure power for approx. 1,000 hours. Its PA housing provides IP 66 pro-
tection and resists mechanical and chemical stress. Ergonomically designed, measuring 133 x 160 x 30 mm and
weighing only 560 g, the Portamess 913 is ideally suited for mobile use, e.g. in the food industry, in environmen-
tal technology or water and waste water treatment. The device has a practical fold-out hook and can be hung or
put up almost anywhere. Additionally, a cover protects it against dirt and damage. The smooth, durable membrane
keypad is easy to clean. Measuring is carried out by no-flow oxygen sensors that can be easily cali-brated within
the instrument. Temperature and pressure influences are automatically corrected. The scratch-resistant 67 x 35
mm LCD display simultane-ously shows the temperature as well as the O2 saturation index or O2 concen-tration.
The Portamess 913 Oxy comes equipped with storage memory for 200 measured values and features a data log-
ger function. The meter can be con-nected to a PC or printer via an integrated RS 232 interface which also enables

remote control. A software for transferring measured values is included in delivery. Knick also provides the Portamess 911 Oxy basic model
for less demanding tasks.

Fluoride Resistant 
pH Electrodes
HF resistant pH electrodes from Sensorex (USA) increase
electrode life for pH measurements in solutions containing
acidic fluorides.  No need to use antimony or other non-clas-
sic methods to measure pH in the presence of acidic  fluoride.

A special formulation flat surface pH glass enables these
electrodes to resist etching due to HF attack.  Best of all, they
work like conventional pH electrodes so calibration is
accomplished with normal standard pH buffers. Electrodes
are supplied in a choice of mounting configurations and fea-
ture a quick disconnect that enables replacement without
the need for tools. 

Portable Meters for Mobile Oxygen Measurement
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