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The Environment Agency’s MCERTS scheme, operated by CSA Group-Sira, 
has been a success due to a number of factors including support from 
industry and manufacturers of monitoring equipment. It provides a 
framework for process operators and the regulator to work within, and a 
clear benchmark of acceptability for monitoring data.

MCERTS promotes public confi dence in monitoring data and provides the 
industry with systems and services that meet the Environment Agency’s 
(EA) performance requirements.  

Paul Wiggins, Environment Agency, commented “A contributor to the success of MCERTS is 
the fl exibility that the scheme allows. A certifi cation committee is assigned to each project, 
ensuring the evidence submitted by the manufacturer is technically robust. This route 
allows for the use of existing test data and for in-house data to be used when witnessed 
and verifi ed by CSA Group-Sira. Field trials can also be conducted on existing installations 
reducing timescales and cost.”

There are a variety of MCERTS performance standards for environmental monitoring 
systems, broadly split into three areas: Air, Water and Software. To date nearly 
250 MCERTS product conformity certifi cates have been issued by CSA Group-Sira against 
these standards.

The route to MCERTS Certifi cation: 

 

MCERTS evidence and testing

The evidence/test data for MCERTS certifi cation may be provided to CSA Group-Sira for 
review by the certifi cation committee in a number of different ways as follows: 

Laboratory tests

• New third-party test data

• Existing third-party test data

• In-house test data produced by the manufacturer, witnessed and verifi ed by CSA Group-Sira

• A combination of the above

Field tests

• New third-party test data

• Existing third party test data

• Existing test data collected from an existing installation 

• In-house test data produced by the manufacturer, witnessed and verifi ed by CSA Group-Sira

Please note, for the fi eld trial at least 3 months continuous operation is required. This could 
be historical data, or could be from a new trial depending on what evidence is available and 
its suitability. 

WWEM 2014 

The Water, Wastewater and Environmental Monitoring 
(WWEM) conference and exhibition takes place over 
the 5th and 6th November 2014 in Telford, UK. If 
you are a manufacturer wishing to obtain MCERTS 
it is advised that all applications are submitted 
to CSA Group-Sira by 31st May 2014 to ensure 
manufacturers have suffi cient time to collate evidence 
for certifi cation.  

If you are a manufacturer of monitoring equipment and are interested in MCERTS 
certifi cation please contact CSA Group-Sira for more information on the certifi cation 
process, and perhaps be awarded a certifi cate at the show.

Further information
MCERTS is the Environment Agency’s 
Monitoring Certifi cation Scheme, see 
www.mcerts.net for full information.  

A list of currently certifi ed products can be 
found at www.siraenvironmental.com
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Stage 1: 
Pre-contract

• CSA Group-Sira and the manufacturer
   discuss a cost-effective way forward

Stage 2: 
Certifi cation 

committee meeting

• Compliance evidence is reviewed. A test plan is
   generated and agreed with CSA Group-Sira

Stage 3: 
Implementation

• Tests commissioned by the manufacturer (if required)
   and new evidence submitted to CSA Group-Sira

Stage 4: 
Audit and assessment 

of test data

• CSA Group-Sira performs MCERTS manufacturing audit.  
   Test reports and MCERTS evidence are assessed

Stage 5: 
Certifi cation

• MCERTS requirements fulfi lled – 
   certifi cates issued by CSA Group-Sira

European Environmental Protection Legislation
Essential Environment is the comprehensive guide to UK 
and EU environmental protection legislation. 

This book is available in Hard Copy or online at www.essentialenvironment.org.uk

Written in clear, simple language, the 35th Edition of the
Essential Environment handbook cuts through the legal
jargon and provides comprehensive and up-to-date 
information and guidance. 

Topics covered include:

• Industrial Pollution Control

• Air Quality and Air Pollution, Climate Change, Transport Pollution

• Environmental and Neighbourhood Noise, Statutory Nuisance

• Local Environmental Quality

• Waste Management, Land Quality, Contaminated Land

• Water Pollution, Marine Pollution, Pesticides, 
and Agricultural Pollution

• Sustainable Development, Land Use Planning.

NEWEDITION
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Our next issue focuses 

on biogas monitoring, 

sensors, emissions 

monitoring and CEM 

Preview. If you’d like 

to share your news 

contact our editor, 

Rachael Simpson, 

today.  

rachael@envirotechpubs.com
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